
Butler County Board of Elec�ons 
Regular Board Mee�ng Minutes 

June 10, 2024 
 
The Butler County Board of Elec�ons met on Monday, June 10, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., for a regular 
mee�ng. Roll call was taken, and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann penska, 
Member Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg III, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy Director 
Eric Corbin and several members of the public. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 1, Bills. Member Hall moved to approve the bills on 
Document 1; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 



All in favor; mo�on carried.

 
 



 



 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 2, the minutes of the May 13, 2024, mee�ng. Member 
penska moved to approve the May 13, 2024, mee�ng minutes on Document 2; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following direc�ve.  



2024-08 Removal of Non-ci�zens from Voter Registra�on Databases 
 
Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following advisory.  
 
2024-02 H.B. 2, Presiden�al Candidates (135th General Assembly – Special Session) 
 
Under New Business, Deputy Director Corbin introduced Document 3, Alloca�on of vo�ng units 
and Polling Places for the November 5, 2024, General Elec�on. Member Hall moved to approve 
the Vo�ng Unit and Polling Places for the November 5, 2024, General Elec�on on Document 3; 
seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 4, the Paper Ballot Alloca�on for the November 5, 2024, 
General Election. She explained that the allocation has been increased due to the expected high 
turnout. Member penska moved to allocate paper ballots as listed on Document 4; seconded by 
Member Hall. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea  
Member penska   yea  
Member Hall    yea  
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 5, Request for Authoriza�on to Outsource Absentee 
Ballots for the November 5, 2024, General Election. She stated this is the same request that has 
been submitted several elections in a row. Member Hall moved to request authoriza�on to 
outsource absentee ballots as outlined in Document 5; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea  
Member penska   yea  
Member Hall    yea  
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Deputy Director Corbin introduced Document 6, Ohio Elec�on Commission Referrals and 
explained there is one candidate who filed their 2024 Pre-Primary late. Member Hall moved to 
refer the candidate; seconded by member penska. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea  
Member penska   yea  
Member Hall    yea  
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; mo�on carried. 



 
Director Unzicker presented Document 7, Candidates to be Cer�fied to the November 5, 2024, 
General Election. All candidates on Document 7 have met the statutory requirements to appear 
on the ballot. Member penska moved to cer�fy the candidates listed on document 7; seconded 
by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea  
Member penska   yea  
Member Hall    yea  
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; mo�on carried. 



 
Director Corbin presented Document 8, 2024 Presiden�al General Elec�on Administra�on Plan. 
He explained that the plan was recently reviewed and updated since that last �me it was 
submited for the March 19, Presiden�al Primary Elec�on. There were some changes to the 
template which are outlined on pages five and six. Member penska asked of the document 
would be available online. Director Unzicker confirmed the document will be online. Member 
hall moved to approve the 2024 Presiden�al General Elec�on Administra�on Plan, Document 8; 
seconded by member penska. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea  
Member penska   yea  
Member Hall    yea  
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 9, an ethics policy memo that the directors would like to 
make in addi�on to the Ohio Secretary of State ethics policy. She explained that the issues arose 
because of the wording on a party event donor list. Groups of staff members used their 
personal funds to donate to their respec�ve par�es and their dona�ons were atributed to, 
“Butler County Board of Elec�ons.” This memo informs all staff members that the Board of 
Elec�ons name should not be used when making dona�ons or any other poli�cal ac�vity. 
Member Hall moved to approve the ethics memo on Document 9; seconded by member 
penaka. Member Wunnenberg emphasized that the Board of Elec�ons is bi-par�san to maintain 
elec�on integrity and that staff members are encouraged to be ac�ve members of their party as 



well as to be coopera�ve with members of the other party when working at the Board of 
Elec�ons. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea  
Member penska   yea  
Member Hall    yea  
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Director Unzicker said the next item of business is to discuss the open Precinct Elec�on Official 
Coordinator I posi�on.  
 
Member penska moved to go into Execu�ve Session to discuss personnel according to O.R.C. 
121.22(G)(1) at 9:16 a.m.; seconded by Member Hall. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
At 9:21 a.m. Chairman Cloud stated the board is back in session. 
 
Member penska moved to hire Zach Turner as the new precinct Elec�on Official Coordinator I at 
a grade 3 level with a start date of June 24, 2024; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea  
Member penska   yea  
Member Hall    yea  
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Under Old Business Director Unzicker explained that her and Deputy Director Corbin would like 
to discuss some items that had been raised during the public comment por�on of past 
mee�ngs.  
 
Director Unzicker stated,  
 
Public Comment: France conducts hand counted elec�ons so Butler County can too. 
 
Response: As we researched through mul�ple sources of France’s electoral process, we 
summarized the informa�on we found below:  

• Voters are automa�cally registered on reaching the age of eighteen and added to the 
registra�on rolls. 

• Voters are mailed pre-printed ballot papers, one for each candidate, pair of candidates 
(for departmental elec�ons) or list.  

• Vo�ng: 
o The voter will either bring their pre-printed candidate ballot paper or pick one up 

at the table in the vo�ng area. 
o Their registra�on is checked by an official  

 Vo�ng by proxy is possible when the ci�zen cannot easily atend the 
polling sta�on (reasons include: health problems, the ci�zen does not live 
in the vo�ng cons�tuency, away for work or vaca�ons, jailed but has not 
yet been sentenced and deprived of civic rights etc.) 

o The voter enters a private booth and places the ballot paper of their candidate 
into an envelope. 

o The voter walks to the ballot box, where their iden�ty is formally checked 
 In municipali�es under 1,000 inhabitants an official iden�ty document is 

op�onal if the deputy can atest of the iden�ty. 
• Hand Coun�ng the ballots cast 

o One candidate per ballot paper 
 This is the main issue as ballots in the United States have many more 

contsts that need to be counted.  



o Vo�ng is on Sunday  
o Each polling place has approximately 1,000 registered voters. During the day, poll 

workers at each polling place take note when 100 ballots have been cast. At that 
point the ballots are retrieved and sent to the coun�ng sta�on. This is repeated, 
each �me another 100 ballots have been cast. Therefore, because the bulk of the 
coun�ng is done during the day, the votes will have been counted within an hour 
and thirty minutes of the closing of the polls. 

o These are s�ll unofficial results on Elec�on Night when first released.  

References 
htps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elec�ons_in_France 
htps://ballot-access.org/2022/04/24/how-france-is-able-to-count-votes-so-
fast/htps://www.votebeat.org/2023/11/17/hand-coun�ng-ballots-elec�on-security-france-
cyber-ninjas/ 
htps://www.poli�fact.com/ar�cle/2022/apr/13/why-france-reports-elec�on-results-faster-us/  
 
Public Comment: When were the vo�ng machines cer�fied? 
 
Response: As previously reported in a response at the April 1, 2024, board mee�ng. All 
cer�fica�on dates for vo�ng systems used in Ohio are provided in a document listed on the 
Ohio Secretary of State’s website under “Vo�ng Systems Cer�fied for Use in Ohio (PDF).  
Dominion System Democracy Suite 5.5  

• 10/05/2018 (Original Cer�fica�on) 
• 10/23/2023 

Dominion System Democracy Suite 5.5D 
• 06/15/2022 

Dominion System Democracy Suite 5.17 
• 03/28/2023 

References 
htps://www.sos.state.oh.us/globalassets/elec�ons/bvme/cer�fied-vo�ng-systems-ohio_10-23-
23.pdf  
 
Under the General Office Update Director Unzicker informed the Board Members that her and 
Deputy Director Corbin invited the local Ohio House of Representa�ves to the Board of 
Elec�ons for a tour, to discuss the registra�on process, pending legisla�on and to answer any 
elec�on ques�ons they may have. Two of the four representa�ves atended, and State Senator 
Lang is coming this week. Member penska asked if other dates were offered to the 
representa�ves, and if the materials will be provided to those who did not atend. Director 
Unzicker said all of the representa�ves were given the opportunity to reschedule if necessary 
and that all the materials have been sent to the Representa�ves who were not able to atend. 
 
Director Unzicker informed the Board that the staff was given the opportunity to complete a 
CPR class which will prepare the office for the large number of voters coming through the office 
for early vo�ng in the fall. Member Wunnenberg asked if the building has an AED. Director 
Unzicker said there is an AED in the building and the course covered how to use an AED. Deputy 
Director Corbin added that the AED was recently checked by the county and is func�onal.  
 
Deputy Director Corbin reminded the Board Members about the Secretary of State Summer 
Conference on June 25-26, 2024, and said a mee�ng is scheduled with the Post Office later in 
the week to make sure we are prepared for the high volume of mail this fall.  
 
Chairman Cloud asked if there was anyone who wanted to make a public comment. Four 
ci�zens presented comments to the Board. 
 
With no further business, Member Hall moved to adjourn the mee�ng; seconded by Member 
Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
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Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
The mee�ng was adjourned at approximately 09:40 a.m.  
 
 
        
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman   Nicole Unzicker, Director 
 
  
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
________________________ 
mariann penska, Member  
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